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‘MULTI’ CULTURE ?
Children

Communities
Connections

Mawson Centre  November 13 -14 
2008

Conference Breakout Session 
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‘…for me looking at say an 
Aboriginal culture there are rules, 
quite strong rules and 
boundaries…and in a Muslim 
culture or Hindu culture there are 
rules and boundaries in 
there…’(Interview 2 050916).
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us them
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We are all people, all human, all the same

same different

‘...regardless of their 
problems, status, 
nationality, values or 
other personal 
characteristics’ (Davis, Day 

and Bidmead 2002, p. 58).

‘...I understand she got a big history 
there, but as a mum I think she just 
wants to be treated the same...’
(interview 2 050916). 

‘You want everyone to be the same 
as you because then life’s normal’
(Interview 8 051123). 

I don’t think of me as having a culture at all really. But then we all do when you really analyse it, you know I didn’t read that and think “well my).

‘I don’t think of me as having a culture
at all really’ (Interview 13 051220).

‘…fifth generation Aussie…we 
haven’t really got any cultural mix 
within our family’ (Interview 9 051125).

R: …if we put you in a room and say this lady 
who was Chinese, if people were looking at 
you both and not listening to you...what do you 
think their assumptions might be?
P13: That I’m Australian.
R: Yeah but would they assume she was 
Australian?
P13: No, not at all, and yet she could’ve been 
born in Australia, you don’t know do you.
R: I often wonder about why is it, why is that 
so, I mean why do you think that you would be 
the one that’s assumed to be?
P13: Because I look more Australian  (Interview 
13 051220).

Thank you


